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Launch of Central Register of Beneficial Ownership  
delayed to Q4 2017

Further to our previous briefing in April (here), the Companies Registration Office (“CRO”) has confirmed that the central beneficial ownership register in 
Ireland (the “Central Register”) will not become operational from 26 June 2017 as originally envisaged.

The CRO has advised that while legal and technical work to launch the Central Register is at an advanced stage, the ongoing debate at European level in 
relation to the issue of public access to beneficial ownership registers and the privacy implications of such access have had an impact on the local legislative 
drafting process.  Pending the outcome of these debates, development work on the Central Register is expected to continue in line with the following 
revised timelines:
 

 » the Central Register is now expected to be launched in Q4 2017 with a more concrete date to be confirmed in early September;

 » companies and industrial and provident societies (“Corporates”) will have at least a three month window in which to file returns to the Central 
Register following the expected Q4 launch of the Central Register.

Next Steps
The statutory instrument which will oblige Corporates to commence filing of beneficial ownership information with the Central Register is expected to be 
published in the coming months prior to the launch of the Central Register.

Although the launch of the Central Register has been delayed, Corporates which have not already conducted beneficial ownership analysis and established 
an internal register of beneficial ownership should avail of this window of opportunity to do so.

June 2017

Contact Us
Should you have any questions or would like to discuss the above, please get in touch with any of the following people or your usual contact at Walkers.

Eoin O’Connor
Partner - Head of Risk and Compliance
T: +353 1 470 6664
E: eoin.oconnor@walkersglobal.com

Brendan O’Brien
Head of Corporate
T: +353 1 470 6653
E: brendan.o’brien@walkersglobal.com

Shane Martin
Regulatory Compliance Director
T: +353 1 470 6673
E: shane.martin@walkersglobal.com

Fiona de Lacy
Managing Director
Walkers Professional Services, Ireland
T: +353 1 470 6611
E: fiona.delacy@walkersglobal.com

Disclaimer
The information contained in this advisory is necessarily brief and general in nature and does not constitute legal or taxation advice.  Appropriate legal or other professional advice should 
be sought for any specific matter.
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