
New regulations, which will restrict property owners from using a residential property on a short-term let basis, are expected come in to 
effect from June 2019. The regulations have been tabled as a means of ensuring that residential properties, once available as long-term 
residential lets, are not absorbed into the more lucrative tourist letting market, without the requisite planning permission. The change is 
expected to deliver up to 3,000 units back in to the long-term letting market.  In a period of housing shortage, this will come as welcome 
news for those looking for a rental home. 

The Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government have put together proposed changes to planning legislation and have issued 
a note of the main changes on their website (https://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/private-rented-housing/minister-murphy-announces-
regulations-short-term-lettings).

The main headlines so far are -

 » A homeowner will be entitled to rent a room in a primary residence for no more than 14 nights at a time, provided the room is let for 
no more than 90 days per year, and provided the owner registers the property with the local authority. 

 » Where a property owner wishes to let an investment residential property on a short-term basis (for a continuous period of up to two 
weeks) the owner will have to apply for planning permission for change of use from residential house, to use for tourism / short term 
letting purposes. In this regard, the current laws (which permit this alternation of use on the basis that it is deemed to be exempted 
development for planning purposes), will change.

 » Homes, apartments or larger housing developments that have planning permission for use as holiday accommodation / short-term 
letting will not fall under the regulations.  

 » Failure to register the property or obtain planning permission will, in the event of enforcement action being taken by the local authority, 
result in the prosecution of the property owner.

At the date of writing, there is no certain timetable for the publication of the regulations or their commencement. However indicators 
suggest the new rules will be effective from June 2019.
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If you have any queries on the above or would like to discuss in more detail please do not hesitate to contact us or your regular Walkers contact.

Disclaimer:
The information contained in this advisory is necessarily brief and general in nature and does not constitute legal or taxation advice. Appropriate legal, tax 
or other professional advice should be sought for any specific matter.
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