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In the land of legal drama, court cases are won in 
seconds by wigs or sharp suits; brilliant arguments 
and last-minute facts transforming a verdict. 
In the land of offshore finance, disputes might 
rumble for decades, with legal teams trawling 
gigabits of evidence, investigating layers of 
enquiries, and working across jurisdictions.
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When Nigel Sanders spotted a 
brochure for a London law firm 
at university, he sensed law might 
lead to a few overseas adventures. 
However, if you’d told him most of 
his career would be spent in different 
parts of the world, he might have had 
a word with the scriptwriter.

The case that got the ball rolling 
was that of BCCI (the Bank of Credit 
and Commerce International), which 
collapsed in 1991, with losses of 
up to $20 billion, and resulted in 
disputes over assets lasting over 
20 years, playing out in courtrooms 
around the world.

Having already had opportunities to 
work in Monaco, Boston and Dubai as 
a young London solicitor Nigel was 
recruited by Macfarlanes to work in 
Abu Dhabi on the BCCI case.

“The firm acted for the Government 
and ruling family of Abu Dhabi 
during the liquidation of BCCI.” Nigel 
said. “They were the majority owners 
so the collapse of the bank was of 
significant importance to the Emirate. 
The extent of the fraud led to legal 
actions to recover money all over the 
world.”

During his three-year stint in Abu 
Dhabi, Nigel first came into contact 
with Walkers, who were also acting 
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for the same clients on BCCI in 
the Cayman Islands.  After time in 
London, Nigel moved to Cayman in 
2003 to join Walkers, and carried on 
working on various aspects of the 
BCCI case for over 10 years.

From Cayman, Nigel moved to Jersey 
in 2006 with his wife and three 
children, and became a partner of a 
major international firm in the Island. 
His return to Walkers this year is the 
culmination of two years of talks, 
beginning in a Sydney pub, and 
concluding in an office in St Helier.

Nigel said: “I’ve been working in law 
for almost 30 years so see myself in 
the final third of my career. The move 
back to Walkers really made sense 
when I learned more about the firm’s 
significant and ongoing investment in 
its Channel Islands business, and its 
ambition to align the IDR (insolvency 
and dispute resolution) practice 
in the region to the remarkable 
strength it has in its other offices 
around the world. Walkers has 
always been a very entrepreneurial 
firm and, in the years since I left it 
has developed a genuinely global 
offering and the Channel Islands are 
just a part of that. I particularly see 
the firm’s strength in the Middle East 
and Asia as being a natural fit with 
Jersey’s finance industry, as they are 
and will increasingly be important 
jurisdictions for many of the trust 
companies based here.”

During his career, Nigel has found 
himself on all sides of disputes in a 
broad range of areas, representing 
institutional clients such as banks, 
trust companies and liquidators, 
as well as individuals, be it trust 
beneficiaries or business owners.  He 
has even appeared for regulators.

“Regulation grows year on year.” 
Nigel said. “As important as it is for 
the industry to be properly regulated, 
we know that businesses see how 
compliance hits their bottom lines. 
As legal advisors to those businesses, 
we look to help reduce the impact of 
that by taking away the complexity, 
and when contentious situations 
arise, and reputations, businesses and 
careers are on the line, helping clients 
manage that significant risk.”

When Nigel began his career, faxes 
were new, and most communications 
were by letter. Today, information 
that might have taken days to be 
sent now takes seconds; however, the 
volume of data means lawyers must 
be even more systematic.

“In the old days evidence was mostly 
paper” Nigel said. “Now it’s largely 
electronic and on such a scale that 
computer programmes, often with 
AI functions, are used, to help search 
it all. 

In fraud cases, technology in all its 
guises offers different opportunities 
for the perpetrators and tools for 
those looking to recover the lost 
assets.  There are benefits of course 
- the international nature of our 
practice means we are regularly 
working with clients, lawyers and 
professionals around the globe, 
which is made so much easier by 
digital communications.”
Disputes involving trusts make up 
one of the most interesting areas 
of law for a court-going lawyer in 
Jersey and takes up a large part of 
Nigel’s time.

“Jersey is one of the leading 
jurisdictions for trust law, which is 
continually developing and provides 
an ongoing intellectual challenge.  
A fascinating aspect about the 
work is that trusts inevitably involve 
individuals. That makes cases so 
interesting in terms of the family 
stories that play out but adds to the 
challenge as individual people are 
inevitably so personally invested in 
a case in every sense.  A corporate 
or institutional client naturally find 
it easier to take more objective 
commercial decisions.”

Although part and parcel of litigation 
is for the legal professionals to 
appear in court, being a good 
litigator is about much more than 
putting on a good performance at 
the final hearing.

“In England, historically solicitors 
deal with the client side and running 
a case, while barristers will appear 
in court. For Jersey advocates it’s 
different and I would say more 
difficult as you do it all.  It can make 
life particularly hard when you are 

in a court hearing. You can’t neglect 
the rest of your clients when you’re 
appearing in court - you just need to 
be able to keep the plates spinning 
after hours.

“Being a good litigator involves many 
attributes although the key ones are 
attention to detail, thinking on your 
feet and being meticulously well-
organised. You also need stamina 
- preparing a case takes a lot of work 
over long periods of time. It also helps 
to have a thick skin – the nature of 
the job is that you spend your life 
with another party telling you you’re 
wrong. Having the confidence to 
stand your ground or come back with 
even better arguments, or just having 
the nouse to adapt when the time is 
right, are part of the daily routine.

“My daughter watches Suits and 
thinks that’s what I do all day. In 
reality, being a litigator in Jersey 
is I suspect a lot less glamorous, 
although, for most of us in the 
business, I would hope it’s a lot 
more stimulating.”
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