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Global Arbitration Practice  

Walkers’ Global Arbitration Practice has significant experience 

advising across the full spectrum of arbitration related issues 

ranging from the drafting of legally binding and effective 

agreements to arbitrate, through to the recognition and 

enforcement of international arbitral awards. 

In all jurisdictions in which we operate, arbitration is becoming increasingly prevalent as an 

effective and reliable alternative form of dispute resolution, with confidentiality and flexibility 

remaining the cornerstone of its appeal.  

Walkers act on all arbitrations governed by the substantive laws of the Cayman Islands, BVI, 

Bermuda, Jersey, Guernsey and Ireland (the "Offshore Jurisdictions"), whether as lead counsel 

when the arbitration is seated in those jurisdictions, or where applicable, as co-counsel in all other 

jurisdictions in conjunction with onshore counsel. Walkers' arbitration practitioners also accept 

appointments to act as sole or co-arbitrator on all arbitrations seated in and/or governed by the 

substantive laws of the Offshore Jurisdictions. 

Recent Developments  

Recent developments which serve to recognise the increasing importance and popularity of 

arbitration in the Offshore Jurisdictions include: 

» The enactment of the following laws, which are all based on the UNCITRAL Model Law on 

International Commercial Arbitration: 

- The Arbitration (Guernsey) Law, 2016 

- The Arbitration Act, 2013 (BVI) 

- The Arbitration Law, 2012 (Cayman Islands) 

- The Arbitration Act, 2010 (Ireland)  

» The establishment of the BVI International Arbitration Centre (BVI IAC). 

» A Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (CIArb) Caribbean Branch, including a dedicated chapter 

for the BVI. 

» Formation of the Cayman Islands Association of Mediators and Arbitrators (CIAMA). 

Services 

The range of services provided by the Global Arbitration Practice include: 

» Advising on the suitability of arbitration as the effective means of dispute resolution. 

» Negotiating and drafting arbitration clauses in accordance with the applicable arbitration laws 

of the Offshore Jurisdictions. 

» Advising on procedural steps under a variety of leading institutional international arbitration 

conventions and rules, such as AAA, HKIAC, ICDR, JAMS, LCIA, ICC and SIAC as well as ad 

hoc arbitrations (including those governed by UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules). 

» Anti-suit injunctions and stay of proceedings in support of agreements to arbitrate. 

» Pre-action applications in support of arbitration proceedings and enforcement of arbitral 

awards, such as Norwich Pharmacal relief and extensions of time for commencement of 

arbitration. 

» Court applications for interim measures in support of arbitration proceedings such as for 

preservation of evidence and assets, appointment and removal of arbitrators, security for costs, 
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determination of preliminary points of law, production of documents, subpoena of witnesses 

to attend and give evidence, and extensions of time for the rendering of awards.  

» Conduct of and representation in arbitration proceedings in the Offshore Jurisdictions, as well 

as court applications in support of arbitration proceedings. 

» Advising on jurisdictional objections and applications before tribunals concerning preliminary 

issues such as joinder, restrictive measures and peremptory orders. 

» Providing expert evidence and assistance on the laws of the Cayman Islands, BVI, Bermuda, 

Jersey, Guernsey and Ireland for the purposes of foreign arbitration proceedings. 

» Recognition and enforcement of interim and final arbitral awards before the domestic courts, 

including setting aside of awards and challenges to enforcement. 

» Advising on the interplay of other forms of alternative dispute resolution, such as mediation 

and expert determination. 

» Appointments to act as sole or co-arbitrator on all arbitrations seated in and/or governed by 

the Offshore Jurisdictions, including assistance with arbitrator nominations. 

Jurisdictional Comparative Guide 

Click here to view our 'Jurisdictional Comparative Guide', which provides responses to some of 

the common questions we are frequently asked concerning arbitration in each of the Offshore 

Jurisdictions.   

News, Matters and Publications  

Cayman Islands Guide to Arbitration 

The Cayman Islands’ New Arbitration Law 

Cayman Islands - Enforcement of Foreign Arbitral Awards 

Court Grants Mandatory Arbitration Stay in Winding Up Process 

Enforcement of Arbitration Award Set Aside - Arbitration Must be Consensual 

Anti-Suit Injunction Preventing Foreign Arbitration - A Bermuda First 

Arbitration in Trust Disputes - The Good and Bad 

The Tension Between Agreements To Arbitrate And Winding Up Proceedings 

What's in a Claim? The Art of Constructing Arbitration Clauses 

Walking the Tightrope Between Agreements to Arbitrate and Winding Up Proceedings: 

Differing Approaches in Onshore and Offshore Jurisdictions 

 

www.walkersglobal.com Global Legal and Professional Services 

*BERMUDA | BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS | CAYMAN ISLANDS | DUBAI | GUERNSEY | HONG KONG | IRELAND | JERSEY | LONDON | SINGAPORE 

*Walkers works in exclusive association with Kevin Taylor, trading as 'Walkers Bermuda', a full service commercial law firm providing advice on all aspects of Bermuda law. The title of 'partner' is used to refer to a 

consultant or employee of Walkers Bermuda with equivalent standing and qualifications to a partner of Walkers. 

Key Contacts 
 
Peter Dunlop 
Partner, Bermuda 
T: +1 441 242 1524 
E: peter.dunlop@walkersglobal.com 

Rosalind Nicholson 
Partner, BVI 
T: +1 284 852 2237 
E: rosalind.nicholson@walkersglobal.com 

Andrew Gibson 
Senior Counsel, Cayman Islands 
T: +1 345 814 4573 
E: andrew.gibson@walkersglobal.com 

Barnaby Gowrie 
Partner, Dubai 
T: +971 4 363 7942 
E: barnaby.gowrie@walkersglobal.com 

Sarah Brehaut 
Partner, Guernsey 
T: +44 (0)1481 748 930 
E: sarah.brehaut@walkersglobal.com 

Timothy Haynes 
Partner, Hong Kong 
T: +852 2596 3323 
E: timothy.haynes@walkersglobal.com 

Gavin Smith 
Partner, Ireland 
T: +353 1 470 6674 
E: gavin.smith@walkersglobal.com 

Nigel Sanders 
Partner, Jersey 
T: +44 (0) 1534 700 862 
E: nigel.sanders@walkersglobal.com 

John O'Driscoll 
Partner, London 
T: +44 (0)20 7220 4987 
E: john.o'driscoll@walkersglobal.com 

Robert Foote 
Partner, Singapore 
T: +65 6603 1695 
E: robert.foote@walkersglobal.com 
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https://www.walkersglobal.com/index.php/publications/98-memo/627-cayman-islands-enforcement-of-foreign-arbitral-awards
https://www.walkersglobal.com/index.php/publications/101-news/1485-court-grants-mandatory-arbitration-stay-in-winding-up-proceedings
https://www.walkersglobal.com/index.php/publications/101-news/1480-enforcement-of-arbitration-award-set-aside-arbitration-must-be-consensual
https://www.walkersglobal.com/images/Publications/Advisory/2017/08.24.2017_Al_Bakri_Decision_-_August_2017.pdf
https://www.walkersglobal.com/images/Publications/Articles/2017/01.05.2017_BL_Magazine_Walkers.pdf
https://www.walkersglobal.com/images/Publications/Advisory/2016/08.24.206_When_Shall_Sometimes_means_May.pdf
https://www.walkersglobal.com/index.php/publications/100-article/1666-what-s-in-a-claim-the-art-of-constructing-arbitration-clauses
https://www.walkersglobal.com/images/Publications/Articles/2019/HK_Lawyer_-_Walkers_article.pdf
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